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           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555

HERSETH            SANDLIN ANNOUNCES $12M IN HOUSING DEVELOPMENT GRANTS FOR INDIAN COUNTRY
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Critical            Funding is Part of Recently-Passed Recovery and Reinvestment Act

February            26th, 2009, Washington, DC- Today,            Rep. Herseth Sandlin announced that several tribes in South Dakota have            been awarded nearly $12.4 million in grants as part of the Recovery            and Reinvestment Act Indian Housing Block Grant Program. Tribes can            use these resources for new home construction, renovation, energy efficiency            conversion, as well as for infrastructure development.
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“These funds for            Indian Country provided in the Recovery and Reinvestment Act will help            tribes increase the standard of living in their communities. I’m pleased            to see our federal agencies moving quickly to distribute funds that            not only address critical needs but invest in our economy in South Dakota.”            

Grant award totals            for individual tribes are as follows:
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Cheyenne River Sioux            Tribe -- $2,116,518 
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           Crow Creek Sioux Tribe -- $618,031 
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           Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe -- $159,011 
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           Lower Brule Sioux Tribe -- $511,735 
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           Oglala Sioux Tribe -- $4,381,821 
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           Rosebud Sioux Tribe -- $3,014,581 
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           Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribe -- $1,285,646 
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           Yankton Sioux Tribe -- $842,392 

The Native American            Housing Block Grant program is authorized by the Native American Housing            Assistance and Self Determination Act of 1996 (NAASDA). This program            is administered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development and            helps provide housing assistance to Native Americans. 
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